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The Past and Future of
PostdocC
A fifteen-minute overview of

Postdoc and where document
collaboration is heading.



Current Postdoc: Features

e document sharing using any web
browser

e completely user-managed access
control, groups, lists

e per-document access control

e automatic document conversion (MS
Office —> PDF)

¢ integrated mailing lists
e (simple) locking/versioning
e easy-to-use, familiar user interface
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Current Postdoc: Usage

® Developed at Ames for the New
Millennium Program scientists in ’94,
re-written in ’95

¢ free for NASA and NASA collaborators

e ~4500 active accounts (~2800 nasa.gov)
e 235 users logged in last week

e 60GB of data

¢ ~1,000 e-mail messages last week

e 1.5 FTE developers, 1.5 FTE user-support:



Postdoc Future:

Technologies

Integration with the desktop:

e WebDAV for “drag-and-drop”
integration into modern
desktops/applications (including ACL,
DASL, DeltaV protocols)

o |[MAP/NNTP for e-mail archive access
o multi-tier/modular architecture

e emphasis on standards-based
programmatic access for application
integration (Web Services)



Postdoc Future:
Opportunities

e large user base

¢ large collection of a wide variety
of documents

¢ long-term historical archive
¢ willing guinea pigs

e NASA-owned database, system,
software

e hoping to work with mission(s)
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Reseatching Web Service technologies (30AF, ZMIL-EPC, UDDI, WEDL, WebDAV, 7) and their applicability in missions and in
extenuding systems to research applications.
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Mligsion, research, technologies.
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Deskiop computing environtments continue to become more web aware--providing the capability to transparently connect
the computer to the web and integrate what iz currently done in an isolated desktop context into a collaborative fonum.
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& proposal for a technology that can significantly improve the usability of web services by transparently routing web service
reguests to servers that can handle the request.
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